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A Public Affliction affecting all orders of 
People (but now moſt happily removed) cauſed 
the firſt Edition of this Pamphlet to be called 
in, when few Copies had been ſold; for, ſuch 


a Publication would then have been ill-timed. 


As the alterations are conſiderable- in this Se- 
cond, any one poſſeſſed of the firſt Edition 
may have this in Exchapge-by bringing the 


„ 
. — fd 5 — 0 
5 
: | * [4 LA N — 
2 (iD 


HINTS, &. 


* J ” bb . 
430 


* F the preſent deſign was to point out any 
7 2 particular precepts of morality, the au- 
| thor of the following ſheets would, at once, 
have dropped the pen, as one inſufficient and 
unfit for an undertaking which can come, 
with propriety, from thoſe perſons only, 
. whoſe piety and virtuous conduct, through | 
the courſe of a well-ſpent life, entitle them 
to enforce their doctrine, by the weighty cre- | 
dit of example: but, i in attempting to brihg 
circumſtances, i in which every one is deeply 
intereſted, whether conſidered in a religious, 
or in a political light; under the conſidera- 
tion of the public, he need not, on this 
head, trouble his readers with an apology; 
8 he is ſenſible that, in Weating theſe 
u 1 matters, 
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matters, he will be under the neceſſity of 
having conſtant recourſe to their kind indul- 
gence on ſo many occaſions, that he will beg 
leave to reſt his plea entirely on the principle 
which actuates him, anxiouſly deſirous as he 
is, to contribute his mite, in order to forward 


a meaſure, which, though long expected, was 


never ſo peculiarly requiſite as at the preſent 


time; and which would, in his opinion, be 


a ſource from whence might be derived the 


beſt comforts and bleſſings to ſociety, toge- 


ther with great national honor, credit, and 


Ea 


The objects aimed at in theſe pages are 
plainly theſe: to ſhew, in as few words as 
poſſible, 


That the worſt of conſequences ate to. be 
dreaded for the community, if a ſpeedy 
ſtop is not put to the rapid progreſs of 
prophaneneſs and irreligion. 

That 


„ 

That the maſs of the people can never be 
brought to have a proper ſenſe of their 
duty to God and their neighbour, until 
they ſhall fee in their ſuperiors more 

attention paid to religion in general, 
and particularly, by a more conſtant 
"and n nn on Pune: divine 
That certain parts in the public fervice 
and doctrine of our church (though 
acknowledged, by every clergyman of 
learning and candor, to be ill- founded 
and unſcriptural) are ſtill left in uſe, 
and required to be obſerved. 
. the church loſes the credit, and the 
nation the advantage, that would ariſe 
from the example of a very large num- 
ber of perſons of the beſt character and 
pureſt principles of religion, who are 
reſtrained by their conſeiences from 
joining in our public worſhip, and on 
„ no 
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no other account than, becauſe theſe 
Points, which no man of ſenſe or learn 
ing can maintain, do remain as a neceſ- 
ſary part of that ſervice. | 
That the negative example of ſo many 
highly reſſ pected perſons i in every part 


of the kingdom has more extenſive 


influence on the minds of their infe- 


iocors, than, at firſt, will be conceived; 


ang, therefore, onght to be duly conſi- 
That the alterations required are inherent 


and conſonant to the true principles of 


the Church of England, and to the re- 
ligion of a Chriſtian Proteſtant. 
That alterations have frequently taken 
palace in our liturgy, forms, &c, lince 
the Reformation. e, 
That nothing but the 4 Ae, during a 
whole century, in reviſing our articles, 
liturgy, &c. has led the uninformed 


to 
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2 nee: 5 "oe. 
IN this gelle notion, by gaining ground 
every day, is alarming to our religious 
liberty, and threatens to place our 

church but one ſtep above Popery. 
That, as it takes away from the credit of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſo does it add 

- ſtrength to every ſect within the king- 

dom, and much aſſiſts the cauſe of 3 in- 
aden ou RY , 

The ſlighteſt cheats muſt point out 
to every one, that the increaſe of prophane- 
neſs and irreligion has been very great within 
theſe twenty laſt years. From this ſource, 
undoubtedly, do flow all thoſe vices and 
crimes, of every deſcription, become now fo 
general among the people. We all agree in 
this fact; we feel and lament the effects of 
112 national calamity; and every individual, 

according 


2 q 
according as his fituation makes hint more 


or leſs liable to the fad — 5 | 


portionably dreads then. For Þ 19-0 

A variety of circum ſtarices has: bebe 
concurred to effect this change in qur mo- 
rals: without ſearching for other additional 
cauſes (though many might be found), the 
vaſt opulence. of private perſons; aind the 
means: by which, in many inſtances, .that 


property has been acquired, - togetheo with 
the uſe made of theſe zzzported treaſures, do, 


and have led on, to that courſe of diſſipation 
and luxury, which, of themſelves, without 
the help of their concomitant vices, would 
leave little leifure, and leſs inclination; for a 
religious thought. That every part of this 


ſouthern diviſion of Great Britain has regu- 


larly ſtretched forward to a ſtate of. indif- 
ference for every thing ſerious and facred, 
not to ſay to infidelity itſelf, one may ven- 
| tam to aſſert; and the only diſtinction to be 
made 
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made is, that the diſtricts throughout the 


as they have the means and opportunities of 
following the example. It is not wonder- 
ful that the lower ranks have caught an in- 
fection, which, of all others, is the moſt 
contagious: and, natural as this conſequence 
will appear to every one, yet they, who 
have moſt ſtudied the characters and man- 
ners of nations, will be the firſt to acknow- 
ledge that, in no country, at no time, the 
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pidly, and ſo generally, through every claſs 
of the people, as it has done here of late; 
and that rank and chafacter ſeldom now 


* 
. 
0 
* n 
3 
+, 
» «a * 
* 
Lu 
o ". 
* 
7 
9 * 
1 
by 
£ - of 
1 - 
o 
« 
[2 
— x 
= * 
1 
4 = 
1 
7 
3 . 
"= 
Bt 
Fe 14 
1 
ov 
phy 
FP 
» = 
WY 
"= = 
24 
* 
P 
* * 
* 
f, P 
. 2 5 
7 : 5 
5 
"a 1 
8 
+ ; 
* 
1 4. 
* 
1 2 
4 
* * 
- 
94 
= 
08 2 
8 
28 
As 
6 
1 
o « * 7 
af 
1 . 
* 
23 
„„ 
F 
+ bb 
* %Y 
4 
= 
% 
iy 
_ * 
1 
a . 
3 
* F N 
Ps 
08 : 
et 
"BP 
el) 
*; l 
4 * 
* q 
4 
þ 
= 
0 * 
2 
4 > 


r 
* K * © 
n * "+4 
A” f 
— = : - 
9 * © 22 hou 


it is their due; ſo much is every thing con- 
founded. | 
The executive power of government has 
denn, by many tokens, that his Majeſty's 
vie * 


country approach to, or are moſt diſtant 
from, the follies and vices of the capital, juſt 


bad example of ſuperiors has operated ſo ra- 


meet with a ſuitable diſtinction, even when 
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Miniſters are not unapprized of our gtus⸗ 
tion in this reſpect, and they have appeared 
deſirous to offer ſome remedy. — Laws have 


been paſſed, it is true, and hopes were en- 
tertained, that, through theſe, the daring 


hand of the robber might be reſtrained, at 


leaſt, from lengths which bore down all ſe- 
curity and peace. But the experience of 
every day clearly ſhews, that ſuch unheard- 
of practices are not to be ſtopped by the 
dread of any puniſhment on earth. To 
further theſe good intentions, his Majeſty 


has been adviſed to ifſue his royal procla- 


mation, calling on every magiſtrate to en- 
force thoſe laws that could reſtrain ſuch an 


exceſs of immorality and vice. Theſe in- 
junctions have been re-echoed. from almoſt 
every county: and yet, who is there ſan- 


guine enough to expect much efficacy from 
theſe meaſures, which, in ordinary times, 
may have been thought, and found to be, 


powerful 
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powerful remedies ? But; alas! the firſt of 

theſe meaſures has only puſhed on the fel- 
low, whoſe extravagance, by being habitual, 
is alſo become neceflary to him, to deviſe 
new modes to carry on his iniquitous prac- 


' tices; and who is there that does not ſee 


that the latter meaſure muſt be totally fruſ- 
trated, while the gentry are univerſally, I 
may almoſt ſay, guilty of every exceſs, for 
which the proclamation calls on them to 
puniſh their inferiors ? 

Other ground muſt then be explored, and 
other means muſt be deviſed : for irreligion 
and prophaneneſs muſt be. fairly met and 
corrected, if you mean, in earneſt, to amend 
the manners of the times.—The common 
people muſt be brought to ſee, in their ſu- 
periors, a more general attachment to re- 
ligion, and to the ſervice of the church, be- 


fore you can expect any alteration to take 


place in their morals.—The very mention 


C = 
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of ſuch an idea ſubjects me, I am aware, to 


the deriſion of many; but, if they could be 


brought to ſee that one grand ſtumbling- 


block, eaſy to be removed, is really the 
chief impediment, they will not conſider 
me, perhaps, as quite ſo much chimerically 
inclined, The removal of a few offenſive 


matters in our ſervice, and which cannot 


be ſupported by any one, on the true grounds 
on which Proteſtantiſm is built, and which, 


in fact, are now given up in the minds of 


every clergyman, as well as layman, who, 
without prejudice, has conſidered them, is, 
in the firſt inſtance, obviouſly neceſſary : 
for, by the wit and raillery of every infidel 


levelled againſt theſe (though no part of the 


real Chriſtian Faith), half of the fine world 
have been blindly led into an unbehef of the 


contents of the ſcriptures. And, though I 


cannot ſay much in favor of numberleſs 
others, who plainly make uſe of theſe fame 


6 flaws 


36 


flaws in our church-ſervice as a mere pre- 
text to cover their own back wardneſs to- 
wards an attendance on the public worſhip ; 
yet IJ muſt wiſh, in a civil light, for their 
preſence and example to be added; not even 
deſpairing, that many among thoſe gentry 
| would, by degrees, cordially become recon- 
ciled to religious thoughts. Theſe hopes 
may appear viſionary to many perſons ; 1 
proteſt that they are otherwiſe in my eyes : 
and I am confident. that the religion of the 
country, cleared once from objections of 
this nature, would directly infinuate it- 
ſelf into moſt places where it now meets 
only with flight or derifjon, But the 
great effect which I expect from this ſalu- 
tary meaſure, is to proceed from perſons of 
a very different ſtamp. Let theſe fame ob- 
ſtacles be removed, a number (much greater 
than the clergy ſuſpe&) of - perſons, whoſe 
private lives are as exemplary, as their cha- 
C 2 racters 
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© rifters ſtand reſpected among their height 
bours, will inſtantly accord with the publie 
ſervice of the church, to which their inclis 
nations ſtrongly carry them, but from 


which their conſeiences keep thern, at this 
moment, in a manner ſeparated. - 


Need I ſtate to any reflecting mind the bee 
nefit that the whole community would de- 
rive from the weight of the example of men 


of this deſcription? or to what a degree in- 
ferences drawn from the conduct of ſuch re- 
ſpectable perſons, in withdrawing. them- 
ſelves, as they now do, muſt be a 
to the general cauſe of religion? 


ty, I know not; but, if theſe gentlemen 


propoſe to confine it merely to a ſubſcrip- 
tion, in order to encourage informations a- 


gainſt ſome wretched breakers of the laws, 


inſtead 


What the plan may be of this new aſſo- 
ciation of moſt reſpectable names, towards 
promoting the cauſe of religion and morali- 
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inſtead of going to the root of the evil, I will 


venture to foretell that their union will damp 
the expectations of the ſober part of man · 
kind, and will have the ſame end, as all the 
former well-intentioned ſchemes. 
Succeſs can attend no plan which ĩs not 
founded on truth, and on the genuine prin- 
ciples af Proteſtantiſm: although one arch- 
biſhop, and many biſhops, haye honoured 
the lift, I will beg leave to ſay, that ſome- 


thing more than preaching; threatening, and 


comman perſuaſion, muſt be done to reach 
ſo deſirable an object. If irreligion and 
indifference, perhaps a contempt for every 
thing facred, are to be overcome, it muſt 
be by the moſt ſtriking and evident proofs 


of a contrary diſpoſition in the better part 


of the community. I will go farther; and 
will even venture to pronounce, that no 
ſuch proofs can poſſibly be expected, or 
obtained, unleſs: we are ready to probe our 

35 defects 


* 
. 
defects to the bottom, with a firm reſolution 
to cut out thoſe gangrenous parts which 
prevent a wholeſome ſtate, and cauſe the 
debility of the whole frame: without. this, 
we ſhall be giving up the cauſe to a gene- 
ral infidelity, and deliver the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, indeed, in fetters to poſterity. 661? 


One hundred and thirty years are now al- 
moſt paſſed, fince our lityrgy underwent 
* N 3 

ſuch a review, as to have received any 


amendment: for, from the date of the act 


of uniformity in 1661, the common prayer 
was ſettled as we now have it. From the 
Reformation, to the year juſt mentioned, is 
a period of about 125 years; wherein al- 
terations had been very frequent; I think, 


not leſs than eight times; and to ſatisfy 


thoſe who, from the want of opportunity 


for information, at firſt may be ſtaggered at 


any idea of innovation, even the ſmalleſt, in 


religious concerns, I will deſire to refer 


/ them 
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them to the firſt words of the preface to 
every Common Prayer book, where. they 
will ſee this principle plainly laid down. 
It has been the wiſdom of the Church of 
« England, ever ſince the firſt compiling of 


« her public liturgy, to keep the mean be- 
te tween the two extremes, of too much i- 


_ * neſs in refuſing, and of too much eaſineſs 


in admitting any variation from it.” And 
lower down: The particular forms of di- 
* vine worſhip, and the rites and ceremonies 
« appointed to be uſed therein, being things 
« in their own nature indifferent, and al- 


* terable, and fo acknowledged, * It 


. will, from thence, be clear, I hope, to every 


one, that ſuch a review is not only a/low- 
able, but perfectly conſiſtent, and, indeed, 
requiſite to the principles of our religion; 
and, as I'truſt I ſhall ſhew, at no time ſo 
neceſſary to be called for, as at * 1 
moment. 


If 
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| If it is then cleatly admitted that alteta - 
tions are not only allowable, but did fre- 
quently and conſtantly take place in our li- 
turgy during the firſt 125 years that fol- 
lowed the Reformation, it will be expected 
that, in the next place, I ſhould proceed to 
ſtate the grounds, on which I conceive the 
neceſſity of a further review of our book 
of Common Prayer, in particular, to be 
founded. In doing which, I foreſee that 
many citations muſt be repeated ; and indeed 
the very ground trod over again, that others 
have purſued, whoſe ill ſucceſs muſt not 
(as it cannot) be aſcribed to any failure of 

conviction from their arguments; for every 
candid perſon owns, that theſe were not to 
be refuted ; and that the diſappointment, 
thoſe worthy perſons met with, is to be 
aſcribed to other cauſes; not to the per- 
ſuaſion that their application for reform and 
relief was ill-founded ; but to notions of 
propriety 


at 
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pProprietʒ and prudential conſidetations, 


which were then earneſtly and effectually 


propagated and received, and which, we muſt 
think, can never again have the ſame weight 
on the minds of the nation. I ſhall, 


therefore, have no ſeruple of laying g before 
you opinions, already often brought into 


public view: | becauſe; if I was to ex- 
clude theſe from my -argument, the cauſe 
would be ſtripped of the ſupport and names 
of ſome of the moſt learned, wiſe, and excel= 
lent men that this country ever produced 
or it would be neceſſary to refer the reader 


to works and tracts, which to many are 


not known, to others, may not be at hand. 
Ehe bad ſucceſs of former endeavours for 
reform does not hang out any ſign, by 
which we ſhould be diſmayed from repeat- 
ing perpetually, as opportunity Arn. ſo 
laudable an attempt. N 

Neither preſum ption, nor vanity, has 


D urged 


a 
tirged me oli to this undertaking, but a firm 
conviction alone that no plan, which does 


not include this object, will ever redeem this 


nation from the load of prophanenteſs and ir- 
religion, under which we now labour. The 
ground i is ſound, and capable of being main- 
tained againſt every fair attack ; and the 
time muſt come (if it is not now at hand) 
when the cauſe of truth will prevail in an 
enlightened age, in ſpite of every obſtacle. 


My excuſe then; and my hopes alſo, ſhall 


reſt on that admirable axiom, the ſagacious 
| Roman hiſtorian, with ſo much propriety, 
puts into the mouth of Fabius Maximus, 
Veritatem laborare nimis Jepe, al unt, ex- 
« tingui nunguam. | 


It will be-right to have in our recollec- 


tion, that the liturgy holds the preſent form 
from the laſt alteration and ſettling in 1661, 
juſt as the crown was reſtored to Charles II. 
and the church re-eſtabliſhed, and after 

* | that 
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that every ciyil, and ecdlefiaſtical power and 


authority had paſſed ſucceſſively. through 
the hands of the church, the preſbyterian 
and the puritan parties. The minds of men, 
though worn down with the wretched un- 
ſettled ſtate of the country, and gladly fall- 


ing into the meaſure of the reſtoration, 


were yet too ſore, and too much divided on 
religious principles, to venture, at ſuch 3 
moment, to allow the time neceſſary for a 


full inveſtigation of the ſubject. Uniformi- 
ty was to be obtained, and to be decreed; 


and ĩt was but natural to conclude that the 
prevalent party would not be inclined to 
open a door to nne even on geg 
ble and evident ground. Se f; 
Whoever is verſed at all in the hiſtory * 


tranſactions of that moſt turbulent period, 


will recalle&, that every diſtin branch of 
the ſtate was. then, foparately, to undergo a 
On modelling; thats at no time, the am- 
Dou. 9 D 2 bition, 
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bition , anxieties, and intrigues of individuals 
were ever known to be more on the ſtretch ; 
and that, added to theſe, the hearts of all 
men were in action, in order to protect a 
threatened or an accuſed friend, or to be 
revenged on an humbled enemy. 

After reflecting on this diſtracted ſtate of 
the country, will any man be bold enough to 


advance, that fuch a moment was the pro- 
per one to fix thoſe principles, by which the 


faith and worſhip of poſterity was Anally to 
be bound? It is impoſlible; and, if any 


man did carry his prejudices to a length ſo 
abſurd, it would be eaſy to produce the au- 
thorities of the perſons themſelves, concern 
ed in the buſineſs, SENG the as con- 


trary. 77 
Under ſuch e » next to _ 


infatuation which has attached us ſo ſervile- 
1 fince to their deciſions, nothing is ſo won 
derful, as that the liturgy ſhould haye been 
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produced with ſo few defects, as we find in 
it. But even, if the times had admitted a 
candid - and - temperate diſcuſſion of the 
points, which have, from that time to this, 
given ſuch juſt offence, the preſent age has 
advantages, which a former one-could not 
have; this matter having been canvaſſed 
and . ſearched into, during the laſt hundred 
years, in a manner that never had happened 
before; and we have a collection of mate- 
rials on the ſubject, drawn out by the 
labours of ſome of the moſt learned men 
that ever lived in this, or any other 
country; and which are calculated, to ena- 
ble every man to underſtand for himſelf, if 
he could be prevailed on to examine the 


ground there is for inſiſtin g on theſe 
amendments. 

The biſhops and e concerned in the 
reviſal of 166 1, it is evident, did little ima- 
gine that their publication was to become 

| the 
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the faxt ſtandard for the faith and worſhip of 
future generations. The experience of paſt 
times declared to them, that all inaccuracies 
or miſtakes were liable and open to the cor- "A 
rection of thoſe who ſuceceded-them: and it 
is hut juſtice to their memory, to give this 
eonſtruction to their well · meant endeavours, 
to reſtore an eſtabliſhment in the church, the 
beſt, perhaps, the times would admit. Far 
was it from their thoughts to conceive, that 
they were aſſuming the part of infallible 
deciders in matters of faith; or that their 
ſucoeſſors would have the ſupineneſs, to 
conſider themſelves irrevocably tied to 
9 decrees, in ſpite of every poſſible de- 
monſtration of error, even if parts were 
found to be in contradiction to the whole 
tenor of the ſacred writings. 

Sanicroft, who, -I believe, was then only 
chaplain to the biſhop of Durham, was one 
of the reviſers. In 1677 he hem at ancy 

wag) archbiſhop 


( 
archbiſhop of Canterbury: "conſcious of the 


imperfections of our liturgy, &c. he ſtands 
the foremoſt, as projecting a plan, by which 
that, together with the articles, c. might 
be brought under a proper review, and be 
fairly examined. This excellent prelate gave 
at leaſt! this early teſtimony, that he; who 
had borne, in 1661, a part in framing them, 
never conſidered theſe matters as finally con- 
cluded. -, He went farther :. for he made 
public his opinion, by circulating his dis 
rections thereupon to the biſhops and clergy 
of his province; his laſt act, I believe, as 
metropolitan. | | . 

In juſtly lamenting, that this venerable 


perſon could not join with the firm friends 
of the conſtitution after the Revolution, let us 
ever pay that tribute to his memory, which 
_ is due from a grateful nation, not unmindful 


of the glorious ſtand this virtuous prelate 
made, againſt the arbitrary efforts of king 


James; 


( 24 ) 

James ; ever remembering, that this prelate 
was at the head of thoſe biſhops, whoſe com- 
mitment to the Tower contributed ſo much 
towards the bleſſings we now enjoy. On 
this occaſion, we may draw this fair con- 
clufion ; that the ſame conſcientiouſneſs, 
which induced him to forego all worldly ad- 
vantages, is the moſt ſtriking 20700 of the 
ſincerity of his heart. 

That which Sancroft had not the oppor- 
tunity of bringing forward, was warmly ef- 
pouſed by his ſucceſſor (then only Dean) 
Tillotſon. However, from his recommen- 
dation to king William, a commiſſion was 
iſſued to ten biſhops, and twenty divines, 
to prepare ſuch matters as required amend- 
ment, for the conſideration of the convo- 


cation. Two biſhops, and two divines, 
diſſatisfied at the firſt meeting, left their 
brethren, who proceeded unanimouſly and 
201 thout any heat (as the beſt accounts in- 

form 
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form us), to determine on the points, which 
they ſhould propoſe to the houſes of convo- 
cation, for amendment. More than twenty 


of theſe are handed down to us, and each 
particular article, when agreed to, was ſigned 


by biſhop Compton, of London. 


Thus it is evident, that theſe great eccle- 
ſlaſtical authorities perfectly agreed with the 
former metropolitan, both in the lawfulneſs, 
and the expediency of the meaſure. 

This ſalutary attempt became abortive 
from other circumſtances : party-ſpirit had 
too much effect on the temper of the times; 
private intrigues and jealouſies joined alſo, 
with ſo much efficacy, to thwart the plan, 
that the Lower Houſe would not hear 
mention of any alteration whatever; and 
their prolocutor, in triumph, concluded his 
ſpeech with the expreſſion to be admired 
from the mouth of an old Engliſh baron ; 


conſiſtent, perhaps, with the declaration of 


1 Uh a conclave, 
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a conclave, when matters of faith and wor- 


ſhip are there in agitation; but ill ſuited, to 


the greateſt degree, on ſuch an occaſion, to 
the character of a Proteſtant divine, No- 
* lumus leges Angliæ mutari.” 

The prolocutor's veto has hitherto proved 
triumphant ; and we have too much reaſon 


to apprehend, that, on one pretence or other, 


theſe laws, binding the conſciences of men, 

will ſoon become, in effect, .as unalterable 
as thoſe of the Medes and Perſians ever 
were: though probably, in theſe days, few 
will venture to hold a doctrine ſo thoroughly 
repugnant to all religious liberty. Such, 
however, was the fate of this attempt to 
render the ſervice of the Eſtabliſhed Church 


as pure as poſſible, and to clear away thoſe 


parts, which, from that day to the preſent, 
continue to offend ſo many ref] pectable and 
cConſcientious perſons. Conſidering the cha- 
racters and abilities of thoſe who undertook 
the 


. 
che taſk, it can never be ſufficiently la- 
mented, that their endeavours proved fo 


unſucceſsful. For archbiſhop Wake, ſpeak- 


ing of them before the Lords, while he was 
biſhop of Lincoln, thus expreſſes himſelf 2 
#© They were a ſet of men, than which, this 
e church was never, at any one time, bleſſed 
«« with either wiſer or better, ſince it was 
4 a church; and a deſign that, I am per- 
* ſuaded, would have been for the intereft 
and peace of our church and flate had it 
6 been accompliſhed,” And when we find t 
among them names , whoſe memory We re- 
vere, Compton, Lloyd, Burnet, among the 
biſhops ; with Stillingfleet, Patrick, Til- 


lotſon, Sharp, Teniſon, &c. among the 


others, it is clear, that poſterity has con- 
firmed the teſtimony of this learned and ſa- 
gacious prelate, and regrets the more the 
loſs of their beneficent intentions. 

E 2 Thus 
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Thus we ſee that * ſucceſſive arch 


biſhops of Canterbury, Sancroft, Tillotſon, 


Teniſon, and Wake, all foſtered the deſign, 
and gave their weighty teſtimony, as well 
to the legality, as to the expediency; per- 


haps, I ſhould not exceed the mark, if I 


added, alſo, to the neceſſity of ſuch a | mMeg= 


ſure, 

Though the matter does not need the ad- 
dition of any further opinions of high au- 
thority, I ſhould be blameable if I omitted 
the following: Biſhop Stillingfleet, ſo emi- 
nent for his learning, ſays, that forms 


b of divine worſhip, of all things, certainly 


* ſhould be ſo compoſed, as to be the leaſt 
ſubject to any ſcruple from any perſons 


% whatſoever; being on purpoſe compoſed 


* for the declaring men's unity and conſent 
- in their public | worſhip.” And he ſays 
alſo, “ That, was a review made by wiſe 

| * and 
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** and peaceable men, not given to wrath 
* and diſputing, it might be ſo far from 
* being a diſhonour to this church, that it 
% may add to the glory of it.” 

Biſhop Gibſon, eminent both as ſtateſ- 
man and prelate, joins his voice to the ſame 
opinions, in theſe words: Give me leave 
e to add, that the uniformity, which is 
« here repreſented, as the ſureſt foundation 
4 of ſafety to the ſtate, is the ſame that 
« was enforced, as the beſt means of en- 
* larging and ſtrengthening the church, by 
no leſs authority than archbiſhop San- 
* croft; and this, not in an haſty and pri- 
* vate manner, but upon the moſt mature 
« deliberation, and among the articles of 
*« direction ſolemnly tranſmitted to the 
* biſhops. and clergy of his province, in 
© 1688.” | 
In later . though other authorities 
are not wanting, I cannot leave Dr. Clarke 


unnoticed, 


„ e 


1 Org 


unnoticed. Few men” (I do agree with 4 
reverend and much reſpected gentleman) 


have, by their writings, caſt more lights 
* on the dark parts of the word of God, or 
** more-laboured to reſtore his true worſhip, 
* than Dr. Clarke, rector of St. James's, 
*© Weſtminſter.” His peculiar talents for 
exact criticiſm, his profound knowledge in 
the learned languages, rendered him fo fit for 
the meritorious work he undertook, that 
his teſtimony cannot be omitted; as it is 


ſo well known, that the zealous object of 


his whole life was directed, to bring our 
faith and worſhip to be cleared from all ex- 
preſſions, doctrines, and declarations not 
founded on ſcripture. And, though this 


reſpectable perſon had not the ſatisfaction 


of ſeeing his labours crowned with ſucceſs, 


yet, I am perſuaded, that the alterations he 


aimed at, under the will of God, will ſooner 
or later be attained; and that his works, 
particularly 


| ( 8 

particularly that excellent one, on the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity, will lead, in a 
great meaſure, to effect that end. 

Neither my ſituation, nor the ſenſe I have 
of the little knowledge I poſſeſs, will allow 
me to enter into a diſcuſſion on the different 
objectionable parts of our liturgy, &c. But, 
uche Creed, under the name of Athanaſius, 
* has given more offence, and for a longer 


time, than any other part of our ſervice; not 
becauſe it appears there under a feigned 


"yp name, but as it holds forth doctrines dero- 
hb gatory to the honour of God, a merciful and 
1 all- powerful Creator; I muſt ſtill beg leave 


to mention the thoughts of ſome of our 
ableſt divines on this ſubject. 
This creed is now acknowledged by all 
to have been written by Vigilius Tapſenſis, 
about the year 500, and never to have found 
admiſſion into the Romiſh church (from 
whence we have it) till about the year 1000. 
Chilling- 
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Chillingworth, in his Letter to Dr. Shel- 
don, afterwards archbiſhop, ſpeaks thus 
concerning it: That the damning ſens 


** tences in St. Athanaſius's creed (as we are 


« made to ſubſcribe to it) are falſe; and alſo, 
in a high degree, preſumptuous and ſchiſ- 
ce matical.” And, indeed,” ſays the or- 
thodox Biſhop Taylor, it ſeems to me 
« very hard, to put uncharitableneſs into 
ec the creed, and ſo to make it become, as 
c an article of faith ; though, perhaps, this 
every thing was no faith of Athanaſius :' 

and it is now ſufficiently proved, that, ſo far 
from being the faith of Athanaſius, it is re- 
ceived as a deception of a much later date, 
to which the high authority of his name 


gave ſanction. In this light was it ſtated | 


by Burnet to Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in 
16943 who, in anſwer, ſays, That the 


account given of Athanaſius's creed, | 
* ſeems to me no way ſatisfactory : I wiſh 
«© We. 
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ye were well tid of it.” And fince their 
time, this ſaggeſtion concerning that creed 
has been demonſtrated, to the conviction of 
every one who has duly —— the ſub · 
ject. 4 

If no other cecatnſtance eat alleged, 
this alone would be ſufficient to call loudly _ 
for a review ; for the proof of one impoſi- 
tion hurts any cauſe; and even, where 
there is no ſuſpicion, many will natu- 
rally ariſe, Nor is it aſtoniſhin g, that, 
under the evidence of a matter of this im- 
portance left uncorrected, a deception, on 
which the article of faith is reſted, ſuch 
numbers, as I well know there are, ſhould 
be driven from the public worſhip, on that 
account. If it was left to the option of the 
miniſter to uſe it, or not, the matter might 
ſtill bear ſome ſhadow of defence: for, in 
that caſe, I am confident no one, but the il- 
literate, or the wrong-headed, would think 
7; of 


e 

of reading it; by which means this creed 
would ſoon ſink into general oblivion. But 
this is not the caſe; and on certain days, 
the miniſter officiating is bound, by his cath, 
to read it. And what does he read ? Why, | 
a part of the ſexvice, which every clergyman, 
of the leaſt knowledge or judgment, muſt 
know to he repugnant to the ſacred word of 
God. And I would deſire. to appeal to no 
other tribunal, for a deciſton on this point, 
than to the breaſt of eyery candid and en- 
lightened clergyman, Who would lay his 
hand on his heart, and fairly ſpeak out the 
dictates of his conſcience. 

While a matter of faith ſtands thus, as a 
part of our Liturgy which, under one of 
the articles, not only eyery clergyman is 
obliged to ſubſcribe, but every young man 
allo, ſtanding for his firſt degree; and, at 
Oxford, every youth, eyen at firſt entrance | 
there from ſchool, is compelled to ſign; J 

will 


: ” 
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will leave the candid part of the world to 
judge, whether it will be poſſible to con- 
vince the thinking part of mankind, that 
churchmen ate ſhewing an earneſt intereſt 
in the cauſe of the pure Chriſtian faith, and 
of that worſhip, which is alone reconcile- 
able to the true ſpirit of Proteſtantiſm ? In 
endeayouring to ſtate to thoſe who may not 
have had leiſure, diſpoſition, or opportuni- 
ty, to ſearch into the buſineſs themſelves, 
that alterations, from time to time, have 
taken place in our Liturgies, &c. and that 
the opinions of the greateſt churchmen, for 
more than a century, have teſtified the ne- 
ceflity and expediency of a wiſe and tem- 
perate reviſal, I muſt to ſome degree have 
proved; that ſuch a review was, at this inſtant 
of time, more requiſite than ever, which was 
to be the laſt object of theſe few ſheets. 
For, when once it is admitted, that our Li- 
turgy, &c. is defective on matters of faith, 

| 5 of or 
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or wotſhip; and that amendments are '/uftly 
called for, and can Iegully take place, to re- 
medy the evil, I conceive that nobody can 
juſtify the deferring oneday the ſteps, which 
ought to be taken, to forward a purpoſe of ſo 
ſerious and beneficent a nature. If any ane 
will prove to me, that any future particular 
time will have, or is likely to have, advan- 
tages, that the preſent day has not, ] aſſu- 
redly ſhall deſiſt, and wait, though impa- 
tiently, with the hopes of ſeeing the good 
work effected. But who is there bold 
enough to anſwer for future | national 
events? He is a preſumptuous man, who 
dares put off till to- morrow that which is 
material to his own-or his family's concerns: 
dut the man is much more ſo, who dares 
poſtpone, but for an hour, under expecta- 
tions like theſe, that which may bring 
nearer to God, himſelf, his fellow - citizens, 
or W that flock, committed to his 

5 | charge. 
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charge. But if no ſuch argument can be 
brought, and, in the nature of things, none 
can; I will venture to ſay, that peculiar 
circumſtances do favour the preſent: ſitua 
tion of this country, and ſingularly adapt 
the day to produce this ineſtimable bleſſing 
to the community. The two great parties 
which divide the country, may be repreſented 
as contending for the approbation and ſup- 
port of the public, on the diſplay of their 
abilities, rather than on ſeparate opinions re- 
- lative to political principles: their oppo- 
ſition to each other reſts on perſonal more. 
than on public ground: and I may venture to 
advance, that there is no jealouſy between 
the leaders more ſtrong, than the ambition of 
appearing to approach, nearer than his rival, 
to the principles of the Revolution ; princi- 
ples, which lead to an extenſive toleration, to 
religious as well as civil liberty, and which 
can never allow our faith and worſhip to be 
n | bound 
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bound down, without redreſs, by the fallible 
deciſions of men. We may” therefore ſay; 
that, in conſiſtence with their own princi- 
ples, the chiefs muſt and will look towards 
religious liberty, and every thing tending 
ſoundly to maintain that line, with favour- 
able attention. __ 

Moreover, a true: ſenſe of the late ſignal 
and merciful interpoſition of Divine Provi- 
dence in our favor has ſunk deep into the 
hearts of all his. Majeſty's liege ſubjects ; 
and our Sovereign is no leſs gratefully ac- 
knowledging the hand of the Almighty, 
whoſe bountiful goodneſs has exceeded the 
utmoſt of our hopes. Muſt we not wiſh 
that a moment, ſo ſuited to promote a relt- 
gious diſpoſition, will be ſeized by king and 
people to make the beſt return we are able 

for ſuch mercies? And can this be better 
ful filled, in the true ſpirit of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, than by concurring, with temper and- 


moderation, 


14 


"To 


1 
moderation, to bring the public worſhip of 
the national church to be as pure and per- 
fect as the joint endeavours of the moſt pious 
and learned among the clergy can render it? 
And let us hope, that no bigotted tongue 
may ever ſucceed to perſuade his Majeſty, 
that the haſty ſettlement, made in 1661, can 
be maintained in theſe days, without giving 
up the credit, and ſound principles, on which 
the Church of England ought to ſtand, and 
mr 18 founded. 


| Non tali auxilia, nec defenſoribus Mis, 
Ti empus eget. 


The circumſtances which defeated the Iaſt 
applications, ſo far from diſcouraging, ought 
to promote the undertaking now, when the 
true cauſes come to be conſidered, which 
overthrew the attempts made in 1773.2. 
The late archbiſhop ſtands in no need of 
any praiſe of mine; for, wherever his name 


went, 


anotherarchbiſhop (of Canterbury, I mean), 


„ 6 


went, thete likewiſe were known his can- 
ſity, and liberality of mind. Yet we have 


whoſe: character for wiſdot and modeta- 
tion, together with his knowledge of the 
world, intitle him ſo well to preſide over, 
and ſet the example of that fairneſs and 
temper of mind, without which a work of 
this nature can never be accompliſhed. To 
aſſiſt the archbiſhop herein, we muſt rejoice 
alſo in ſeeing biſhops, whoſe learning, piety, 
and abilities, are equal to thoſg of any who 
have filled their lordſhips bench; ſome we 
ſee; likewiſe, who are pledged to the public, 
by their former applications on the ſubject, 
and have borne witneſs to the neceſſity of 
the meaſure, and therefore muſt be conſi- 


| ded as committed, in every ſenſe, to bring 


it forward: if the names of thoſe who did 


apply, 16 years ſince, for ſuch a reviſal, are 


accurately 


has Shut jo 


„5 
ca cturately handed town, we may flatter our- 


{ves with well founded expectations of 
ſucceſs, from the influence of biſhop Yorke 


of: Ely, biſhop Porteus, of London,” and 
biſhop Rolfs of Exeter. Theſe right re- 


verend prelates will feel; that it is a debt | 


due to their fellow ſubjects, and that muſt 
be required of them: and their characters 
ſtand too high, to allow the world to doubt, 
one moment, of the — of a. for- 
mer profeſſions. 


Among other reaſons, the following were 


the principal, which induced many perſons 
to be againſt the laſt attempt for a review, 
&c. though, at the ſame time, they withed 
to ſee all demonſtrated errors rectified; and 
did certainly coincide with the petitioners, 
as far as the neceſſity of a reviſion.— It was 


induſtriouſſy propagated by the court party, 
that the petition from the Feathers Tavern 
was ſet on foot by 1 and the | 
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of the baneful effects of tumults was too 


preſent to the minds of the majority in the 
Houſe, to ſuppoſe that argument would not 
have its full . to that carried to the 
archbiſhops, I thiflk, by Dr. Wollaſton, and 
which bore the appearance of more temper 
and propriety, ſtill it was anſwered, that 


this was nat without an imputation of cen- 
ſure on his grace, and his ſuffragan biſhops, 
whoſe-principle, and whoſe deſire were, to 
give every poſſible eaſe to all well-grounded 


ſcruples of the clergy, and of the people; 
but that it would have been brought on 


more-properly, and might expect to be re- 
ceived by mankind with more cordial effect, 
if ſuch a plan hag aciginated from the right 


reverend bench. 
One . I well ROW and 
cannot avoid laying the greateſt ſtreſs on it, 
knowing the influence this had on ſo many, 


as well as on myſelf, which is, that the 


perſons, 


„ 

7 perſons, moſt concerned in the conſideration 
of the buſineſs, had received the fulleſt ex- 
pectation, and had communicated them to 
others, uncontradicted, that the biſhops 
themſelves would take the matter under 
conſideration, hoping to bring about the ob- 
ject deſired in that manner which ſhould 
be thought the moſt judicious, in a religious 
and civil view. The American, French, 
Spaniſh, and Dutch wars ſoon followed ; 
and no blame can lie any where, if buſineſs 
of this nature was not then agitated. Peace 
is now fully reſtored; trade and all the at- 
tendant bleſſings have, thank God! fol- 
lowed : beſides, the preſent appearance of 
the domeſtic troubles of our 'neighbours 
ſeems to indicate the propriety of applying 
nom to this wholeſome work of Peace. If 
I nreſume to obſerve, that fix years are now 
elapſed fince the termination of the war, 
l beſeech the right reverend lords not to 
G 2 conſider 
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F \ conſider me as doubting their intentions 
to fulſil our juſt expectations, but ſolely 
to remind them of the circumſtance, and 
humbly to repreſent to them, that the na- 
tion have a right to demand, from their 
lordſhips, ſome activity, ſome proofs of a 
_ ſincere diſpoſition: of reconciling, as far as 
may be, all good men to the communion of 
the eſtabliſned church; and thereon, of fur- 
niſhing the: grand and fole inſtrument, by 
which infidelity can be effectually curbed. 


— 


|} 

| Bigotry, and its fellow- traveller ignorance, 
do, while they laſt in every country, rivet 
the minds of the people ſtrangely to certain 
1 things; but when the light of learning 


enters, if all matters of worſhip, and of 
| taith particularly, which ſcripture does not 
BM _ warrant, are not removed away as faſt, the 
| conſequence will be certain. Theſe errors 

once diſcovered, and proved to. be ſuch, 
will bring an imputation of Prieftcraft on 

A the 
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the clergy, and drive off multitudes into in- 
fidelity. So much prejudice and injury any 
unſound parts of public divine ſervice bring 
on the reſt: even, when theſe laſt are able 
to ſtand the teſt of the moſt ſearching eye. 
How ſoon would every unfair infinuation 
at once be filenced, now too frequently 
dropped, as if mankind conſidered: their 
lordſhips to be too much attached to their 
temporal, and too little attentive to their 
ſpiritual. concerns, on the inſtant. it ſhall 
be known, that the biſhops have applied 
to the king, in ordergthat a reviſal, undet 
his royal authority, might be committed 
to them and others to prepare! The ſa- 
lutary work has been too long delayed, 
conſidered both in a religious and civil light. 
The reaſoning of flimfy Politicians has hi- 
therto prevailed : if left to them, dangerous 
corruptions, by not being inquired into, 
611241 PEE will 


* 
will get to be faſt-rooted ; for, according 
to their notion, it will never be thought 
the proper time to examine and correct 
them. Let any one conſider the tendency 
and effect of ſuch arguments: do they not 
go to bind us down to admit, as infallible, 
the line of faith and worſhip haſtily fixed 
at the Reſtoration; and to give up that 
civil right of every Proteſtant, and of the 
Church of England, in particular, to call 
for a correction of faults, when any ſuch 
appear? The effect is too much felt al- 
ready: from the long neglect, half the na- 
tion do not know, that legally they may, 
and many know as little, that they are called 
upon, conſtitutionally, to require a reviſal: 
for I maintain, that it is giving up the true 
principles of religious liberty (whatever may 
be the quarter from whence the ſtop ariſes); 
if our liturgy, articles; '&c, do not, from 
C time 
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time to time, paſs under a formal exami- 
nation, even if nothing ſhould. be * al- 
terable therein. 

What corruptions are crept into various 

| parts'of the divine books, the reſearches of 
the learned make daily appear; and theſe 
ſame corruptions, by inattention, are ob- 
taining every day authority, and will be in- 
finitely more difficult to be removed. What 
ſtronger inſtance can be brought in proof, 
than that famous text, 1 John, v. 7, 8, ſo 
much and eagerly contended for ? — 
This text has been long given up by 

| thoſe who have been moſt eſteemed for 
their learning: nay, 'in the early days of 
the Reformation, the ſuſpicious words were 
printed in our Engliſh bibles with a different 
type; - purpoſely to put the reader upon his 
guard, and to mark it as a doubtful paſſage. 
The following words lin þ heaven; the Fa- 
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ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and thefe 


three are one. And there are three that bear 
witneſs in earth] were originally ſo printed; 
and are now' clearly proved to be an inter- 
polation. Dr. Bentley, following Sir Iſaac 


Newton, readily. diſclaimed them in his 


famous lecture, when he ſtood for the divi- 
nity profeſſorſhip at Cambridge; and in- 
deed proved them fo ſatisfactorily to be ſpu- 
rious; that Dr. Waterland, the | ſtrenuous 
allvocate for that part of the church doc- 
trine, Which theſe words are fo well cal- 
culated to ſupport, was obliged to acknow- 
ledge, that he had been convinced himſelf, 
before he heard Bentley's proof. 
However, in all the Bibles now printed, 
this paſſage ſtands without any diſtinguiſh- 
ing mark, notwithſtanding* this diſcovery, 
and how much it is liable to lead the people 
into the greateſt miſtakes. And who will 
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fay, that numberleſs perſons do not found a 


Principal article of their faith on this very 


_ expreſſion ?. 

The miſtakes are infinite, which might 
be brought to prove the neceſſity of a new 
tranſlation of the Bible: and, indeed, the 
people having a right to read the Bible in 
their own language, it is really criminal to 
give it otherwiſe, than under as pure and 
perfect a verſion as the labours of the learn- 
ed can render it. However, till this does 
take place, ſurely, it is the duty of every 
miniſter of the Goſpel, who is qualified, to 
warn his congregation, from the pul pit, 

againſt a reliance on thoſe ſuſpected texts 
which may lead them, unapprized, into 


error. The fruitful reſearches of Dr. Ken- 


nicot, patronized by his Majeſty, will little 
anſwer the king's gracious intentions, Or the 
expectation of the public, if they are not 
made uſe of directly in perfeRtin ga new 

H veriina, 
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verſion of the Bible. One learned gentleman 


(Dr. Campbell) has favored the public this 
ſpring with a new verſion of the Goſpels ; 


and the expediency demonſtrated by another 
(Dr.Symonds) in his admirable Critical Ob- 
© fervations on our preſent Verſion of the Goſ- 


pels and Acts of the Apoſtles, added to that 
which we have received, and have further to 
expect, on the ſame line of ſtudy, from Dr. 


Macknight and others, prove that private 


perſons are zealouſly contributing their ſepa- 
rate labors, hoping that thoſe in authority 
will turn them legally to the W of 


the community. 


Thus have I endeavoured to bring into a 
ſmall compaſs theſe Hints to an aſſociated 
ſet of nobility and gentry, who, I am per- 
fuaded, mean the good of their fellow-ſub- 
jets ; and, in conſequence, the honor and 
proſperity of the nation. A matter of this 
importance, I ſhall be juſtly told, ought to 
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have been treated in a manner much leſs ſu- 
perficial; but I leave that to abler hands; 
and theſe will not be wanting, if the main 
deſign be approved. My immediate pur- 
poſe will be fully anſwered, if I can again 


bring the buſineſs forward this day to the 


ſerious conſideration of theſe lords and gen- 
tlemen ; hoping, in conſequence, that they 
may uſe their influence with thoſe in au- 
thority, and thereby n, this eſſential 
ſervice. 

If, in doing this, I can be preparing the 


minds of people earneſtly to expect, and 


with gratitude to receive the boon, when it 
is offered by their ſuperiors, it will be my 
beſt reward. There is but one method, I 
conceive, by which the Church of England 
can effectually maintain its ground againſt 
the different and ſurrounding diſſenting 


ſects: and that is, by getting rid of any 


point of faith and worſhip, when, on fair 
H 2 and 
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and full examination, ſuch ſhall have been 
found militating againſt the words or ſpirit 
of ſcripture, x 
An eftabliſhed church proceeding on this 
| ſyſtem, and it is the genuine principle of 


every Proteſtant church, would bring back 
thouſands to the public worſhip, and would 
then effect every good purpoſe, which was 
the object of theſe Hints, by the weight, 
authority, and example of its miniſters, 
Under the deſcription of irreligious, I 
have ſuppoſed, in this ſhort treatiſe, every 
perſon to be comprehended, who does not 
give demonftrative proof of his attachment 
to religion, by attendance on ſome public 
worſhip, either of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
or of ſome other, Many worthy perſons, 
and deyout ones too, will come of courſe 
among this number, and form, I truſt, no 


inconfiderable part. Still, in a civil light, 
they are not quite Are clear of the deno- 
mination; 
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mination; as the ſtate derives no benefit 
from their example on this head: and on 
the contrary the Eſtabliſhed Church feels 
the loſs of ſuch perſons the more, as their 
moral characters lead their neighbours natu- 


rally to conceive, that the duty is not fo 
requiſite, which theſe perſons venture to 
omit. On the other hand, although the 
diſſolute clergyman, who is too often ſeen, 
cannot be brought within this deſcription, - 
yet ſuch a character is not leſs the reproach 
and contempt of ſociety : yet I queſtion, on 
the whole, whether the poſitive bad exam 
ple of the latter prejudices the intereſt of the 
church fo much, as tHe negative conduct of 
the former. 

It may be the proper ſubject for a ſeparate 
eſſay, to point out the miſtaken policy of 
any miniſter, who truſts, that able and 
learned clergymen (but whoſe notions are 
inimical to a comprehenſion), preferred and 


brought 


6 


brought forward under the patronage of the 
crown, will be able to ſupport eccleſiaſtical 
affairs againſt all inquiry, alteration, or cor- 
rection whatever. Cool reflection and in- 
formation would ſoon convince this politi- 
cian, that ſuch expectations are vain; for it 
will become evident, that the perſuaſion of 
the defects. in the articles of faith and wor- 
ſhip, has now gained ground to a degree ſo 
great, as will occaſion (if ſuch a wretched 
plan of governing continues) a conflict at 
laſt, to obtain the neceſſary amendments 
which, on this day, if conducted with judg- 
ment, would call for none, meet with little 
or no oppoſition, and, in fact, give the moſt 
effectual fupport and credit to the church 
eſtabliſhed. 
It appears to me, laſtly, that, after the 


diſuſage of inquiry and reviſal for a century, 


no diſtinction ought to be made now be- 
tween procraſtinating the buſineſs, and a 
plan 


( 55 ) 
plan formed of putting a total ſtop, in fu- 


ture, to all reform whatever, by the means 


of this evaſive conduct. 

Religious liberty is already endangered 
greatly by the ſucceſs, which has ſo long 
attended this infidious ſyſtem. If athers 


were as much alarmed at the inevitable con- 


ſequences, as I am, they would ſee, that by 
ſhaking off the tyranny of the Pope, at the 
Reformation, they are now falling faſt under 
ſubjection to the uncontrovertible opinions of 
a number. of ſtill Fallible men, and that they 
are departing more and more every day from 
the true principles of Chriſtian Proteſtants. 
— ———— — — — — — — — — 2D2ꝙů2ũ 


POSTSCRIPT. 


THE ſcruples of a country curate, which 
appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine, for 
January 1737, are ſo juſt and well-founded, 
that I need make no apology for reprinting 


them 


if 
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them here. They relate chiefly to the of- 
fices of baptiſm, and the burial of the dead; 
and add greatly to all the other arguments, 
for the neceſſity of a review of our public li- 
turgy. This honeſt curate's ſcruples may 
likewiſe find more acceptation with ſome, as 
it does not appear, that he is ſcandalized at 
any matter of faith. However, the princi- 
pal inſtances, produced by him, lie within 
the reach of the meaneſt underſtanding, and 
whenever they fall out (and at baptiſm they 
conſtantly muſt), it is impoſſible, that the 
congregation can retire with the reverence 
for the church ſervice, and the miniſters of 
it, which the nature of ſuch ſolemn forms 
| ought to excite: otherwiſe they are defec- 
tive, indeed. But if theſe forms, in any 
part, tend not only to take off the reſpect 
we ſhould have for all ſolemn religious rites, 
but contain, beſides, matters ſo very glaring 


and prepoſterous, as to lead the people to 
think, 


1 


think, that we are trifling, as this author 
ſtates, with God and man, every one muſt 
thai be ſenſible, that A continuation of ſuch 
ſervices can only be an encouragement to 
irreligion, infidelity, and, indeed, lead to 
a very unfavourable opinion of the deſigns 
of the ſuperior clergy, and of the manner 
in which their duty is diſcharged. 

While theſe things remain uncorrected, 
they are operating againſt the cauſe, which 
the affociation wiſhes to eſpouſe, and will 
render vain every effort to bring back the 
nation to a true ſenſe of religion and mora- 


lity, 


1 „ 


BY 


Some Obſervations on the Church Liturgy, or 
the Soruples of a Country CURATE, 


SIR, 


HAVE often wondered, why another 

> public Review of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England (which has been ſo ear- 
neſtly wiſhed for by a great many very pious 
members of our Church) has not been ef- 
fectually undertaken long ago by proper au- 
thority. It is allowed by all rational per- 
ſons, that there is need enough of amendment 
in ſeveral parts of the Common Prayer Book : 
Nor can it well be otherwiſe, ſince a courſe N 
of above ſeventy- five years (which have paſſ- 
ed ſince the /aft Review) muſt needs have 
produced a great many obſolete words and 
phraſes at leaſt, and perhaps given us better 
fight i into ſeveral paſlay ges of ſeripture, on 
which 
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which ſome parts of our Liturgy were 


founded. 

I am ſatisfied, that no one can read tlie 
book of Common Prayer with attention and 
impartiality, but muſt obſerve ſeveral things 
in it, that may be altered for the better: And 
why we ſhould not have it as free from im- 
per fections as may be; I know of no ſufficient 
reaſon ; unleſs a few wretched political mo- 
tives, which I have ſometimes heard of, 
| ſhould be thought ſufficient to juſtify ſuch a 
neglect. If it was thought neceſſary; in the 
year 1689 (almoſt half a century ago), to 
undertake a general Review of the Common 
Prayer Boot; JI am ſure, that the ſame ne- 
ceſſity till ſubſiſts ; and, I believe, will be 


thought by moſt people to be now ſome- 


what /tronger:; 

It may be, that the chief motive at that 
time for altering the Liturgy was in order 
to recommend it the better to our diſſenting 
r WW brethren ; 
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brethren : The reaſon, without doubt, was 
very good, and worthy of true Chriſtians; 
and if an alteration was nom to be under- 
taken for the ſume reaſon, I know of nobody 


that would find fault with it, but only ſuch 


as Dr. Sacheverel, who ratled fo bitterly at 
the intended alterations in 1689. In my 
opinion, the preſent may not be an improper 


time to make ſome amendments in our Li- 


ur gy; for the fake of the more moderate 
diffenters + For, having lately loſt their hopes 
of | ſeeing the 7% Ad repealed, I am per- 
ſuaded, that a great many among them 
would conſtantly communicate with the 
Church of England, if a few things in her 
£:turgy, that are in their own nature indif- 
ferent, were left, upon a Review, to be in- 
different allo in their uſe. And thoſe among 


them, who, upon this condeſcenſion from 


us, would not come over to our Church, 
e | plain 


fo 
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plain of hardſhips and diſcouragements from a 

religious eftabliſhment. | 
The proſpect of bringing over many Dif. 
ſenters to the Church of England, is one reaſon 
why an improvement of our Liturgy ſhould 
be undertaken: But what chiefly led me to 
make theſe reflections upon the necęſſity of. 
improving our Liturgy was a difficulty that 
I lately met with in reading the office for 
Public Baptiſm, which ought not, in my 
opinion, to be ſuffered any longer to per- 
plex the conſciences of honeſt men. Being 
Curate of a pretty large pariſh in the coun- 
try, I was called upon, about fix weeks 
ago, by ſome of the pariſh-officers to bap- 
tize twin children of a poor travelling wo- 
man, who, by mere accident, had been 
brought to bed the day before, at a publick - 
houſe in our pariſh, The poor woman had 
nobody of her owh acquaintance with her, 
not ſo much as her huſband; and there- 
* | p | fore 


( 62 ) 


fore the pariſh-officers were obliged to bite 


ſome of the leaſt conſcientious people of the 
pariſh to be ſponſors for the children. After 
I had named the infants, and proceeded to 


' that part of the ſervice, which contains a 


ſolemn exhortation to the godfathers, I began 
to reflect with myſelf; that what I was read= | 


ing was no way ſuitable to, that occaſion ; ; 


but, on the contrary, was highly improper, 


,and in reality no better than moſt egregious 
trifling with God and man. The ſurpriſe I 


was in, upon this ſudden reflection, oeca- 
ſioned me to make a ſenſible pauſe: For I 
was under great doubt, whether I ought to 
go on or not: But not being able to recol- 
lect that Lhad any liberty to omit that part 
of the Baptiſmal Office, upon any occaſion 
whatſoever; I diſguiſed my confuſion as 
well as I could, and finiſhed the whole ſer- 


vice as uſual, When the ceremony was 


over, I had then time to conſider with my- 
s {f{elf- 


6630 
ſelf more leiſurely, with what ſeriouſneſs 
could I exbort the ſponſors; and with what 
truth or faithfulneſs could they ſolemnly pro- 
miſe before God and the congregation then 
preſent, that they would teach thoſe children 
the meaning of the vow and engagement 
that was then made for them ? That they 
would call upon them to hear ſermons, in or- 
der to learn their baptiſmal covenant? that 
they would provide for their inſtruction in 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the 7. en 
Commandments ; and for their godly and vir- 
tuous education in all parts of Chriſtian life : I 
fay, with what face could I exhort them, or 
they promiſe to do theſe things; when I was 
ſure there was no probability of their ever 
ſeeing the children after they ſhould be one 
month old ? For, their mother, being kept in 
her lying-in at the pariſh expence, would 
be obliged to depart as ſoon as her month 
was up, and follow her old method of living, 


by 
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by travelling about the country ; or perhaps 
would return to her own native place, 
which was in the iſland of Guernſey, —l aſ- 
. fure you, that this relation is not feigned, 
but an exact account, in every particular, of 
real matter of fact: And I do not queſtion, 
but ſeveral of my brethren the Clergy have 
met with the like incidents. 

It is well known, that the buſineſs of 
ſponſors at Baptiſm is, in general, brought 
to a very ſcandalous paſs. I have heard, 
that the inferior ſort of people are obliged, 
in many. places, to be at no ſmall expence 
in f1RING ſponſors for their children: And 
believe, that, in all places, not one in ten 


chooſe ſponſors with a RELIGIOUsSs view, of 
having their aſſiſtance in the pious and vir- 
tuous education of their children. Why then, 
in the name of God, is there not ſome pro- 
viſion made, either to regulate the great 
abuſe of this ceremony, or to leave it at the 
74 diſcretion 


. 
difcretim of the parents to obſerve it, or not: 
or elſe wholly to lay it afide, as a thing in 


itſelf not neceſſary, and known by experience 


to be greatly abuſed? 1 heartily wiſh, that 


God may put it into the hearts of thoſe 
who are in public authority, to make ſome 


alterations in this and other defects of our 
Common Prayer, for the eaſe of ſtrupulous 
 eonſciences, and for the” greater decency and 
ſolemnity of public worſhip. 


Since I am upon this ſubject, I will take 


the liberty of communicating to you another 
ſeruple, which I have often had upon my 
mind in reading one of the prayers of our 
Liturgy : the prayer that I mean, is that in 
the Burial Office, which immediately follows 
the Lord's Prayer. I think, there are ſome 
things mentioned in it, which are hardly 


true; and others, in my opinion, very im- 
proper. The prayer begins thus: Almighty 
God, with whom do live the ſpirits of them that 

= depart 
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depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the 
fouls of the faithful, after they are delivered 
from the burden of the fleſh, are in joy and fe- 
Acity. Not to mention the manifeſt fauto- 
ogy in theſe few words, I think the dactrine 
they contain is not generally allowed to be 
true, at leaſt it cannot be proved from ſerip- . 
ture. We are aſſured, that God is in Hea- 
ven; and the ſcripture teaches us, that the 
fouls of good men, departed this life, are in 
Hades ; but Heaven and Hades have been 
always underſtood, I think, to be two diſ- 
tintt places; therefore the ſouls of the faithful 
cannot be with God, in the ſenſe which 
ſeems to be meant here. 
It is the general opinion of the moſt emi- 
nent divines of our Church, that the ſouls 
of good men, when they are gone out of 
this world, are not with God in any proper 
ſenſe; that is, they do not enjoy what is 
called the beatific vißon, or the more immedi- 
ate 
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ate preſence of the Divine Majeſty ; but art 
reſerved in an inviſible region, which the 
ſcripture calls Hades, until the laſt day of 
judgment; then to have their perfect con- 
ſummation of bliſs and happineſs in the 
glorious preſence of God for evermore. 
Tbe words immediately following the 
foregoing paragraph, are theſe : Ve give 
thee hearty THAN Es, for that it hath pleaſed 


thee to deliver this our brother out of the miſeries 


of this ſinful world, I have always looked 
upon this ſentence © highly improper to be 
uſed indiſcriminately at the burial of all 
forts of people in general, When it is pro- 
nounced over ſuch perſons as haye died 


very old, or in great want and poverty, or 
in any other manifeſt miſery ; it is then, in 
my opinion, very ſuitable, For we may, 
with great ſincerity, thank God for diliver- 
ing a poor, infirm, or wretched creature out 
of thoſe miſeries of the world, which we 

K 2 knew 
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knew he plainly ſuffered. But to {hank God 
for taking out of this world, perhaps in the 
flower of his age, a man who was bringing 
up a family in virtuous induſtry; or doing 
ſome eminent ſervices to religion and his 
country, or any other ways employing his 
talents to the glory of God, and the good of 

mankind ; I fay, to thank God folemnly for 
the death of /uch. a: man, is what I can ſee 
no ground for, either in reaſon or ſcripture. 
In my opinion, it would be as well, if in 
ſuch inflances we only, expreſſed our 8UB- 
MISSION to the wiſe" providence of God, 

who had thought proper to deprive us of fo 
_ u/ejul a member of ſociety. 

The next words in the fame prayer are 
theſe that follow; heſeeching thee, that it may 
pleaſe thee of thy gracious goodneſs, ſhortly ta 
accompliſh the number of thine ele, and to 
haſten thy kingdom. I am not certain what 

4 the exad? n of this paſlage 3 ; it ap- 
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pears to me to ſet forth the doctrine of abſo- 
lute predeſtination: for it ſeems to ſuppoſe, 
that there is a certain determinate number of 
perſons to be ſaved; and that God can 


accompliſh, or make up that number ſooner 


> 


or later, as he pleaſes. Whether this be 
the meaning of this paſſage ; and if it be, 
whether it be agreeable to the doctrine of 


ſcripture, I leave to my ſuperiors to deter- 
mine. .For my own'part, I have always 


looked upon it as favouring of abſolute pre- 
deſtination ; and, in that light, as not ſuffi- 
ciently fupported by ſcripture ; at leaſt, not 
ſo clear of all doubt, as to be fit to make 
a part of a ſolemn petition to Almighty God. 

I think, it is. hardly juſtifiable, to put 
any thing into a public prayer, which is not 


founded upon clear deductions either of 
reaſon or ſcripture : For public prayers have 
2 much ſtronger ſanction put upon them, 
than the com poſition of any private man: 
| | And 
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And the vnlgar are apt to look upon 
them as next in authority to the ſcriptures 
themſelves ; and ſometimes, 1 am afraid, 
carry their opinion of them much higher; 
and the clergy ate always obliged to-make 
uſe of them tortbout the leaft variation, though 
the matter of them ſhould be generally al+ 
uy not to be entirely conſiſtent with ſerip- 


Whether that prayer in the Burial 


aa which I have now examined, be al- 
together agreeable to reaſon and ſcripture, I 
leave every one to judge for himſelf. I did 


not chooſe this prayer for the ſubject of my 


obſervations, becauſe I thought it the on 
one in our Liturgy that is liable to exceptions; 
but I made choice of this, becauſe, in my 


opinion, it ſeems in a// its parts to be the 


Feaſt ſupported by ſeripturę authority of the 
whole collection of public prayers. 

. I ſhall not trouble you at preſent with my 
5 > IN" * any of the reſt; but beg 
9 0 8 
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leave to mention in general, that I chink the 
morning ſervice for fundays and holidays, as it 
is now read in all pariſh-churches, loſes a 
great deal of its beauty and decency (to ſay 
nothing worſe) by the cuſtom that prevails 
every where of reading together, at one and 
the ſame time, without any proper interval, 
what was originally deſigned for three aiſtindt 
ſervices, to be uſed at ſo many different times. 
This gives occaſion to that (perhaps juſt) ob- 
jection of the diſſenters, againſt the frequent 
Xrepetition of the Lord's Prayer in our public 
worſhip : for by this ill- timed accumulation 

of different parts of our Liturgy, it is no un- 
common thing for the Lord's Prayer to be 
repeated 81x fimes in the ſame morning ſervice. 

I am not conſcious to myſelf, that, in 
theſe obſervations, I have any ways of- 
fended againſt that juſt deference which 
every clergyman owes to the judgment and 
Oy of the Church of England: If any 


One 
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one ſhould think — ſincerely alk 
| his pardon ; and. do folemnly profeſs, that I 


meant no more chan to propoſe ſome of my 

own ſeruples; in hopes, that the venerable. - 

_ fathers of our Church will be perſuaded in 
due time to do ſomething for the relief . 


ſuch ferupulous eonſei ences as mine. 


- 
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